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                                        Accepted answer
                                        
                                            place the pdf into a folder in /src. import it like a component. set href parameter as the imported pdf and the target = "_blank".

import react, { component } from 'react';
import pdf from '../documents/document.pdf';

class download extends component {

  render() {

    return (
        <div classname = "app">
          <a href = {pdf} target = "_blank">download pdf</a>
        </div>
    );

  }
}

export default download;



                                        

                                    

                                        
                                            
                                             Erik Martín Jordán
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                                            client side only? so there is no web server to host your web site? 
if you have a webserver then you could return the raw pdf content content back to the browser as "application/pdf" content type. client side only would be to specify a relative path like 


<a href="../foldername/samba.pdf"> 
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                                            i placed the following in the header of the component i needed it in. the document was stored in documents folder under src.


import pdf from '../documents/doc.pdf';



and then used the imported document in the tag using href.


<a href = {pdf}>resume</a>



worked for me!
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                                            i have solved that by creating _somefolder in the public folder and then in the component:


import {pdffile} from "/_somefolder/pdffile.pdf";

....

<div classname="headerprofile-menu-list" onclick={() => window.open(pdffile)}><i classname="mdi mdi-help-circle"></i> help</div>

....



that prevent by adding hashes to the filename when serviceworker is used.
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                                            i had to make a function to open the pdf in the new tab actually :d


import pdf from "../../documents/resume.pdf";
onresumeclick() {
  window.open(pdf);
}

render() { 
return (
   <a onclick={this.onresumeclick}>
      resume
   </a>
)}
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                                            also you can use require function directly:

import react, { component } from 'react';
    
    class download extends component {
    
      render() {
    
        return (
          <div classname="app">
            <a href={require('../documents/document.pdf')} target="_blank">download pdf</a>
          </div>
        );
      }
    }
    
    export default download;
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